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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

V 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1-15, 
18 and 19 are allowable over the prior art because Claim 1 sets forth a surface lighting 
device which includes a light guide, a light source, a holder for the light guide and a 
stopper mounted on the holder for limiting movement of the light guide toward the light 
source with the stopper being a separate member having a first portion overlaying a 
portion of the holder and a projecting portion not parallel to the first portion extending 
along a first side surface of the light guide. This combination of limitations was not 
shown or suggested by the prior art. Claim 16 is allowable over the prior art because 
Claim 16 sets forth a surface lighting device comprising a light guide member, a light 
source, a holder for the light guide member and a stopper near the first side surface of 
the light guide member for preventing movement of light guide member toward the light 
source with the stopper being a separate member attached to the holder and having a 
portion contacting the first side surface of the light guide member with the portion 
including a through hole. This combination of limitations was not shown or suggested 
by the prior art. Claim 17 is allowable over the prior art because Claim 17 set forth a 
surface lighting device including a light guide member, a light source, a holder for the 
light guide member and a stopper for preventing the light guide member from moving 
toward the light source, the stopper including an L-shaped portion having a first and 
second sub-portions which are mutually perpendicular to each other for the first and 
second side surfaces of the light guide. This combination of limitations was not shown 
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or suggested by the prior art. Claim 20 is allowable over the prior art because Claim 20 
sets forth a surface lighting device comprising a light guide member having a first side 
surface and a second side surface, a light source, a holder made of a first material and 
a stopper made from a second material mounted on the holder for limiting movement of 
the light guide toward the light source. The stopper includes a first portion between the 
holder and the second side surface and a second portion projecting along the first side 
surface of the light guide member. This combination of limitations was not shown or 
suggested by the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should be 
directed to Examiner Neils at (571 ) 272-2377 on a Monday or Thursday. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. 




